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SUBJECT: MOSCOW ON THE EVE OF MAY DAY 

1 . A QUICK DRIVE AROUND CENTRAL MOSCOW REVEALED AN UNUSUALLY 
LARGE NUMBER OF POSTERS OF MARX, ENGELS AND LENIN HUNG TOGETHER 
AND THE USUAL LARGE NUMBER OF POSTERS OF LENIN BY HIMSELF. 

POSTERS OF THE WHOLE POLITBURO HAD BREZHNEV 

IN FIRST PLACE; THE OTHER MEMBERS ALPHABETICALLY. TWO POSTERS 
OF BREZHNEV ALONE WERE OBSERVED, ONE ON THE MERCHANT MARINE 
BUILDING ON DZHERZHINSKIY POLOSHCHAD', THE OTHER, A HIGHLY 
RETOUCHED PICTURE OF BREZHNEV ON THE MANEGE FACADE. SEVERAL OF 
THE BANNERS AND POSTERS CARRIED AN ECONOMIC MESSAGE; MANY STRESSED 
THE IMPORTANCE OF IMPROVING QUALITY IN THE CURRENT 5-YEAR PLAN. 

THE CUSTOMARY RED FLAGS AND MAY DAY SLOGANS WERE PRESENT IN 
PROFUSION. 

2. STOPS IN THREE MOSCOW FOOD SHOPS PRODUCED A CHORUS OF 
COMPLAINTS FROM THE CUSTOMERS THAT IN CONTRAST TO PREVIOUS YEARS 
NO SPECIAL EFFORTS SEEMED TO HAVE BEEN MADE TO STOCK STORES IN 
PREPARATION FOR THE HOLIDAY. SEVERAL DISCOURAGED CUSTOMERS 
HAZARDED THAT THE SPECIAL ALLOCATIONS OF FOOD FOR THE CONGRESS 
PERIOD MEANT THAT THERE WAS NOTHING LEFT FOR MAY DAY. 
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